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The WAR CRINES OFFICE
Judge Advoecate General's Vepartment «-- VWar Department
United States of America
& K B FE = -T:T--
In the matter of the fatlure to provide * Perpetuation of Testimony of Domat
merizan Priszoners of War vith proper med-" Jrancuiig Janteuil, 2nd Lt ﬂ747:¢
jeal care, food and guarters at Pushen- * IA ' SRR e
wald Concentration Camp, Weimar, Cormany
from on Or about 20 Aupvat 1944 to Uetober”
lgll 19“' ”
2 % % % ®

Taken at? 1214 SCU, Army Yround and Service VYorces Hedistribution

Station, Atlantic City, H. J,
Date: 14 August 1949,
In the Precence of? John M., Reynolds = Agent S I. C. TFPFI “ection,

Hoadguarters Second Service Command, 1270 S5ixth

Avenue, New York, N.XY.
Reporter: Lester 8, Dickensheets, T/Sgt,
Questions by: John M, Heynolds

State your name, rank, serial gpumber and permanent home address.

A
.

Shreveport,

A, Donat Frnnaoigr’Duntauil, Second L., 0747769; 2523 Dufont Ave.,
Louisiana, ¢

2. State the date and place of your birth and eivilian oeccupation.

A. 26 February 1921, New Bedford, ¥assachusette; employed by the Ureat tlantic

and Pacific Tea Company working behind the meat counter in New Bedford, Mass,
2, Are you married or single?
A, Married September 2, 1943 and have oOme daughter.

7. What formal education have you had?
A. Greduated from New Bedford, Mass, High Sohoel January 1940.

2 ¥Yhat unit vere you attached %0 at the time?

The 591s% Bomd Group, 574 Bomd Squadron - 9th Alr
| | yo tate the approximate dates?

Force.

2. At vhat phlmhun”run‘ Reld and &
A, I wae url-l‘ jlli;. 391st Bomb Group,
plane was shot up over Faris om 27 Moy 1944,

s74th Bomb Squadron, 9th Air Foree. Ny
and I bailed out over Pagy, france.

and hid out over night. The Germans found my parachute

4 stayed

- The nex 1 walked %0 Vernon, France an 1
- Y pow a widom and was the caretaxer :?
Frior %O

y ik ““
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goaching the Cressy’'s I had beon refoprres t C
movement in that area who, aft.p ey by © the Chief of the

.,1321‘.._!“:_1_1_‘#1

szu tisfying hims
disguise, referred ne Myes i - g himself that I wes e sta
» . t’g r Cr,.n;-ay. -[ la:ma&_ th;Lt e | "1?'1-* not A Uerman j'._'].

10 other Allled fliers who had b = had cared ¢
st p £ . & - L ) D 5 ™ 4 ~ -
aen ghot down. bout 24 July 1944 1 e R

PHriﬂj Thﬁ Plan was $0 GOntﬁct tha _ﬂﬂiatqncﬁ, there started for

England. Another flier, 814 't Kennis. ROAF 1 4 40 %0 £1own beck ta
by & fellow known as Jack €46 Belzian who was ané myself were driven ¢ S
ance but who turned out to be workin : 0*’* T‘ti-}l : Huo;,-ﬁﬁd to* 08 one of the Re -
Piccadilly Hotel in Paris where he {eft ﬁa firgﬁt“uﬁf- @ took us to the

mown as Louie the Jew, He also ’Gu;nad mSt +Obnh? dﬂL 6T Or owner, a fellow
ere there for two days. On the second day ‘l;wo ;;ﬁ orking for the Gestavo. We
the Jew took us down to their auto and t0l1d us tﬁ: ff_l::le %C the hotel. Louis
Spain where we would be flown to Sngland, The t’ﬂ; ﬂ;:’iﬁﬂr‘*?ﬁr}_"'-"D"-Jlf;i take us %o
Headquarters. That was the 27 July 1944, That niﬁ-}-;;‘;._}; n:*t;,,-lfc; k us to Gestape
Prison in Paris, Then 1 was %aken to the Buohenwald .;.-wmj-:-‘ﬁ IJ,-J-T',; [ T—
Weimar, Gormany and arrived theres on or about 20 Au ,,htlﬁ : “';'. o g Gheanget
weoks and was then taken to Stalag Luft 1iIl, Sagen, *}aﬁ,_‘ﬁf_‘; . "_i___;_]_'_{ﬁ 72 T’ e
October 1944 and remained there until January 28, 1945, £ kg gty ,-,ﬂ 1

Nurembarz, Germany Stalag Luft III arriving 4 February 1945. I then moved in
early April 1945 %o Mooseburg, Vermany, Stalag Vi1 A and was there -.#-i*!_”i; -
ated by the 14th Armored Division of the Srd Red “rmy on or about 29 April 1945

Q. Are you familiar with the slircumstance of the failure to provide American Prise

onars of War with proper medical care, food and guarters at Duchenwald Concen=
tration Camp, Weimar, Germany from about 20 August 1944 to 19 Oetover L9944

Al Y..i
e State what you kEnow of vour own knowledge concerning thoge conditions.

A. "e spent 5 weeks in the open. We had 49 blankets for 160 men, <*he only clothe
ing we had was one pair of troussrs and one shirt, both very thin., We had no
shoes or stockings, The last 2 weeks in this open lager 1% T ined most every
day. We had %o sleep rizht on the ground, Cagses of pneumonia were breaking
out right and left. At the end of the 8th wesk we were put into a barracks vi
french, Polish and Russian eivilian prisomers. +‘he total rosier was 760 men ¢
a barpacks, At the end of 7 wesks we f4nally talked them into giving us Our
shoes and stockings. The ratioms durins our stay at Buchenwald were as follows:
one gup of weak clove tea at 6 in the morning at which %Time we Wore also given
our daily bread ration comsisting of 1/7 loaf bread; at noon we wers given 1

of grass soup which was full of maggots, a 2ot nothing more at night,

wore given a small piece of margerine and 3 times a week We Were

given 2 small boiled potatoes. During the period of § weeks that we Wore in the
open compound without shoes or stockinge many men received cuts on their feet
which became badly infected, Their feet and legs swelled up %o where you could
pot distinguish an ankle from the rest of the lec. They hed to be assisted to
' this open compound

roll calls, Hany men zot pneumonia while in _
, until he was pretty far sone. I know of 2

War and one British Prisomer of ¥ar ho died after being
| ia, iiHen we left for Sagen, Germany 19 Oetober

o and British Prisoners of War were left bahind with pneumonia.

3. Do you know names of any of the 3 Prisoners of War who died in the hospital a%

California.

California went %O
Sagen, He was told that Deck had died =

Their bodies were eremated in ome O
ries were kept pretiy busy.

4# there would be

who died at this csmp wer® sremated., There
NTIAL
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was never any bdurial service and the bodies were not cean
that that they had been cremated, T, . ' ro

Qs ¥ho was this CGerman eivilian, your infermant?

A & CP ) . Fd | P ~
o He war a Germsn E:Litioal prisoner. He had & elub foot.

is “AS ANy treoatment ever ziven men whose less becams intected?

Ae The only treatment waes given by Cerman or prisoner nmedics.

iheoy came around
once and awhile and cut scabs off and sab'ed sores, .

« 4O vou know if any American Prisoners of VWar in vour
amputated as a result of infeection:

oup had %o have a limd

A.. I 4o not bdelieve 80, 7The only reason was that wers moved %o
treatment thers.,

', Did vou get an infection?

A, Tes, on my hand,

., How do you acoount for this high f'requency of infection®

A. The soil was poluted and everything was filthy. 4 got my infection frem a %in
scrateh that I would never have noticed any place else.

3. Were epidemies prevalent in your section of camp?

Je How much weight did you lose at Buchenwald?

A, I lost sbout 40 lbs,

1)

2. Did you get any Red Cross Parcels at all?

A, Nome at all, The Red Gross wes not allowed in this camp a® all, ~or that
season 'l was not 1isted as a prisoner of war until we arrived at “agemn, Vermany
21 October 1944,

%, How larse was the barracks in which you were finally moved after 5 weecks 1n

the open?

A, About 14 tiges the size of Ameriecan single story barracks. There were about
760 in that duilding and thers were all natiomalities represented. All of our
m- about 155 Americen and British were there, The bunks were in fil:e tiers,
$he first on the floor and the top one meybe a foot from the coiling, Tenm j!z:
- were supposed to sleep on a tier and that was impossible unless ;llhslﬁﬁf ui;fgl ;
ways and faoine one vay, As a result 5 or 4 men from ocur tier slept on the Tables

and chairs, |
-3 g ¢ et kLY :
2 When @14 Shey i1ssus shoes and stockinzs o vou?

After we had deen in the barracks for a couple of weeks.,

¥hat latrine facilities were there?
B 't S €48 XU

“M‘“ ﬂi for our ecompound, It could sgoomodate maybe 15 men. Lhere
wers probadly 2800 prieoners in the compound.

2. How lomg 444 they keep you standing for roll call?
| «Ms and keep us standinge in place for an hour or m
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Qe Do you know the name of the Gorman Co mandant?

A« Y08, his name was Karl Xoah,

|

4 Delieve he was a Maior,

o Can you identify any of the other German officers or

Zuards
: 1 - -] .
- PEB}': were SS guards. I can only identify one, a 49rporal Hoffmanr |
L1 ] :.'_i. r: ri v L 1 -
"4 ) about 155 198, dark co lexion, abount 40 Té?ﬂ_ old e ) e L bl v
* »ids e had a terrible re-

putation in the ocanmp. 1 88N him knoek a RAF non-commissioned offi ’ |
group for not standi - . onmiscioned oificer down in our
Sy 0% standing at attention in the German manner though he was standing
at attention according to the British Army. | bre e

¢« W"hOo was spokeman for your group?

e EQUHmn Leader Lamerson, RAF, from New Zealand,

, Can you give names of ans “merican Prisomers of Yar who were with you at thi
A, Yes, 2nd 1Lt Stratton M, Appleman, 0673709; 2nd Lt Fredericek Carr, 08125697,
i« Do you know anything further to state concerning your imprisomment at Puchenwaldf

A« It has been brought to my attention that the group that I departed »ith from
Puchenwald mef dsath by execution. That is not the case. Ve left Puchenwald
19 October 1944 and were taken to Stalag Iuft 111, Sagan, Cermany arriving on
21 Oectober 1944,

p—t
D

'e I8 there anything further?

A, Yos. The only reason that we were fimally noved into a barracks from the open
gompound is that the barracks we moved into “ere vacated., 1t formerly had housed
200 ochildren Trom the agzes of 2 to 12, They were elizinated in some manner whiech

. 1 i - . . -
"‘11'_[""-‘: 1 1-'_' J'.F\-‘. I 3 :-1

I don't know, bu' the common understandinz among the prisone
killed,

., On comclusion, did your group ever receive any exXxplanailon IiTOR
why vou wore put in Buchenwald rather than a italaz Luft?

A, Some German eivilian representing Dulag Luft came %o Ffuchenwald during our ]Tas:t
week there., He told us that they had had a Tumor that we were *:He*-":: ind had eo e

to verify 1t. He attempted to apologise for your confinement in th11.:. {_lit?f; by

gsaying that it was "all a mistake”, that they had lost track of us from the time

we left Paris. He then made us fill out forms agsking questions as %O *initq*f were
threatened To

in, squadron commander, type airoraft and erew members. e t'-%‘t": heoe
leave any who did not answer all thess questions in tThe hands oI I:i "-'11: :Eh-
enwald., Some of our group who had been so beaten down by theilr sonfinement av

Buchenwald were intimidated into giving this information,

4. Can you give amy deseription of this “erman eivilian?

I suspect he may have been a high offie~r

A, ‘- He seemed to command much respect.
in the Luftwaffe, ‘

e
we were stripped by the 5SS guards and they e

nal effects including, in Wy uaga,."iei?in:l;t:;;s
cadet graduation ring, wrist watoh and cigarette lighter. Yo racéived the

" pack but nmome of the other things.

Ae

I
sl & P

Dopat Francoisk Deuteuil, 2nd L%,
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State of New Jersey )

County of Atlantic )

I D'Dnﬂt FI’&HGOlE = *"'UtHUil or 1ﬁTfI Ul 148 D in 1*1 BWOT™N On

y—3 05 : ';*; | 1|
I have read the foregoing transcription of my interroration 11 s ‘
tﬂinﬁd therei'ﬂ :if.a tr’l.l.—‘! vl ;.*h?_.' J - v 0O . -'."; i no 1 + ' T J_ ' | i - "
-E-t"""é - ——— M_ﬁfdlﬁ___ Sl
Donat Francoiss Danteuil, 2nd Ly,
Subseribed and sworn %o before me this /5 day of Aungust 1945,
;,fwu o’u_..-h-',j.. _./("‘?"; el
antain 5 infantry
Summary Court
CERTAFICALSE
1, John M, ﬂbyno1ds, Agent, S.1.C., certify that on 14 August 1945, rersonally
| - LW e P NTANKO '
appaarod before me Vonat Frdnﬂniqa Danteuil, Second Lisutenant, 074759,
the foregoing answ-re to the gagveral nnﬂstian set forth,
Lr" 7
Place: Atlantiec City, N.J. —
=3q+ 12518t
tive uﬁlll?q““e
Date: 14 August 1945 R e iy
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